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Welcome 
A very warm welcome to this our latest Summer 2017 

edition of the CAS Newsletter. As our summer wears on 

and seasonal activities continue apace, why not take 

some well-earned time out from all those strenuous 

activities for a quiet read, to catch up with all the current 

and upcoming news of our Society? Things haven’t 

been standing still so please read on, perhaps with a 

long drink.   

Editorial 

Of all the facets of our society, it seems to me that our 

exhibitions form a very important and significant part of 

our essential DNA, representing one of the major 

aspects of our identity as a defined group of artists: And 

I think we do them very well indeed. 

It may be just my impression though, but does it seem 

that currently there are a multitude of adverse factors 

making it more and more difficult to stage successful 

exhibitions? For instance; there is an evident lack of 

suitable, local exhibition spaces and venues; there are 

changing tastes and preferences in our audience of 

potential viewers; and there is much greater competition 

from printed media and modern reprographic methods. 

This is to name but a few, On the brighter side though, 

there is clearly an established niche in the market for 

authentic and original fine art although it is apparently 

now more difficult to bring together artist and 

appreciative viewer within an attractive and un-hurried 

setting, conducive to the maximum enjoyment of an 

exhibition. 

There are many positive notes to look forward to; there 

is now a renewed focus on the promotion of the Arts in 

Croydon, and of course there is the pending re-

development of the Fairfield Halls. But I’m guessing that 

in the short term at least there will remain a challenge to 

continue to be progressive and innovative in our 

exhibition formatting and planning, and in seeking out 

new suitable exhibition venues. That being said, we’d 

clearly be nowhere without our talented membership 

consistently producing a stream of high quality works 

for each our exhibitions. May it long continue and of 

course, may our next exhibition be the best yet. 

              Phil Sadler 

 

.  
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CAS Website 

Please don’t miss out on a wonderful opportunity 

to post your individual details and pictures on to 

the CAS website. Raymond Ore is ready to take 

care of all the technical bits that may put you off. 

All details posted will reach a worldwide 

audience, What could be better than that? 

  

Simply e-mail photographs of your works and 

any written details about yourself to Raymond 

(ray@raymondore.co.uk) and these will be put 

on to the website.  

 

 

 

    

EXHIBITIONS 

 

John Singer Sargent 

The Watercolours 

If you have not yet visited this exhibition I urge 

you to do so. Only one word to describe 

it…..  WOW!  And to think that he exhibited his 

work with The Croydon Art Society as an invited 

artist around 1903. The exhibition is at Dulwich 

Picture Gallery and is on until 8th October 2017. 

Highly recommended.  

 

Members Exhibitions 

Sue Mears held a very successful exhibition at 

her home as part of South East Open Studios.  

 

Sandi Jane Gray co-hosted a very successful 

exhibition of paintings and mosaics entitled ‘A 

feeling for Paint’ at Denbies in June.  

_______________________________________ 

 

CAS Facebook Page 

Don’t forget, if you have anything on any 

workshops or art news, or you’ve just learned of 

an interesting website then why not share it on 

the The Croydon Art Society Facebook Page? 

You may just wish to visit: use the hashtag 

#thecroydonartsociety for a great read. If you 

have anything to share please contact Claire at : 

thecroydonartsociety@gmail.com or speak with 

her at one of the meetings. 

  

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

. Patchings Art Club of the Year Competition 2017. 

 

Croydon Art Society was one of ten finalists in the Art 

Club of the Year Competition organised by the Artist and 

Leisure Painter magazines. We were represented by the 

work of Archie Niven, Jessica Saraga, Raymond Ore, 

Michael Hampton and Anthony Waldbaum and their 

paintings were on display at Patchings Art Centre near 

Nottingham. 

 

The winning club was Cardigan Art Society with Pinner 

Sketch Club and Hornsea Art Society coming second and 

third respectively. 

  

This is a prestigious nationwide competition and although 

we didn't win I think we can be justly proud of our 

achievement. 

  

All the finalists can be seen on the Artist website. 

www.painters-online.co.uk 

  

 

  

 

 

Warlingham Art Group 
 

If you or anybody you know enjoys painting in the 

company of other like-minded people then you would 

be very welcome to come along to Warlingham Village 

Hall any Tuesday morning about 11.00am to meet us 

for a cup of coffee and to see if you would like to join 

us.    

 

Further information from  

  Joan Aeschlimann: tel.01883 624 330  

Sketching Event 

The Sketching event has unfortunately had to be 

postponed until a later date. Nevertheless, It is still 

hoped to be held, with suggested venues being either at 

Park Hill or Coombe Cliff. If you would like to do a little 

plein air sketching, then what better way than to face the 

challenge in a group.       

 

For more information contact Claire Murthy 

 

mailto:ray@raymondore.co.uk
mailto:thecroydonartsociety@gmail.com
http://www.painters-online.co.uk/


  

EXHIBITIONS  

Our spring exhibition in the Museum of Croydon’s Exhibition Gallery proved to be one of our best ever at this 

venue.   Picture sales, card sales and visitor attendance were all up on previous occasions no doubt helped by 

the fact we had for the first time the Council’s screens in the main foyer just outside the gallery.     These 

added to the overall size of our exhibition by allowing us to potentially hang an additional 20+ pictures. 

EXHIBITION GALLERY – CROYDON CLOCKTOWER 
25th April to 13th May 2017 

 

But we could have done better.   Sadly we were unable to take full advantage of the extra space since the 

number of members submitting was well down and consequently the number of works submitted.     Is there a 

reason why submissions were not as hoped for?    Do members not like the Clocktower?   We know there is 

no parking there, if you do have any comments on the venue your Committee would like to know.    Just 

please remember one thing – this gallery is the only one we have in Croydon at the moment.     To stop 

exhibiting there in the foreseeable future might well spell the end of this Society.    Anyway enough of the 

doom and gloom; I am confident you will continue to support our many events. 

 

 Having said the above your Committee have again ‘booked’ the Clocktower Gallery and screens for our 128th 

annual exhibition.    Details as follows: 

            Archie Niven 



Philip Sadler was awarded the Constance Cooper Trophy for the best ‘non 

oil’ work in the exhibition and Endre Hevezi the Joan Kinder Silver Salver for 

the most innovative work.    The judges felt that out of the few oil works 

submitted none reached the required standard and consequently the Joan 

Sewell Award was not given on this occasion. 

Sadly sales were not what we would have hoped for and in the end only 5 

pictures went to new homes.    Card sales did well with 150, a third of those 

on show, selling.    Though the number of visitors to the exhibition was up by 

100 on the previous time at Clocktower it was nevertheless a disappointing 

turnout of the art loving public. 

128th Annual Exhibition 

Tuesday 14th November to Saturday 9th December (nb this is a FOUR-week slot in the run up to Christmas so 

an ideal time to sell pictures as presents) 

 

Private View Tuesday 14th November (6pm till 8pm).     The Worshipful the Mayor of Croydon, Councillor Toni 

Letts will be in attendance to open the exhibition, present prizes, etc.    Wine and nibbles will be served. 

To help with stewarding it has been decided we only need to ‘man’ the gallery and not the screens.    Security 

is not a problem.   All works will be mirror plated to the walls. 

  
Please, please do your best to support this exhibition. 

 

But back to the exhibition just past.   For those of you who are statistically minded the full results were: 

• 36 artists submitted 91 works all of which were hung.    (We could have hung about 115) 

• 12 pictures were sold for £1280 

• Cards:  14 members submitted 322 cards of which we sold 110 for £167. 

• Visitors recorded 639. 

            Archie Niven 

EXHIBITIONS Cont.  



  

SUMMER LUNCH PARTY 
Sunday 16th July 2017 

 

We must be a very religious group.    They say the sun always shines on the righteous and our lunch this 

year was once again blessed with good warm sunny weather.     It, of course, could just be a Warlingham 

thing where the sun always shines.    Your hosts for the day, Mary and Dick Allen had once again got the 

garden into pristine condition, locked away all the family silver and carefully marked the levels of the spirits in 

the bottles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Archie Niven 

Food and drink as always were 

plentiful.    Once again, the ladies of the 

kitchen had surpassed themselves 

with a goodly array of all things nice, all 

to be washed down with copious drinks 

under the able assistance of those in 

charge of the bar. 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

  

Some 40 members and partners attended and by all accounts a good time was had by all. 

 

As a token of the Society’s thanks for the use of their home Mary was presented with a double orchid plant 

which hopefully when she looks at it will remind her of a happy day for a long time to come. 

 

Archie Niven 

 

 

 

 

            Archie Niven 

A Handsome Spread 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

  



  

Spring/Summer Evening Activities  
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

September 18th: Practical Evening - Life Model. 

It is said that It takes years of practice to build up secure 

drawing skills, and it’s always worth consolidating the hard 

yards you’ve put in already. So why not bring along your 

materials and take part in tonight’s life class? No better 

tension buster. You’;ll be in good company.   

October 2nd : Demonstration - Watercolour Portrait. 

Professional artist Max Hale will be with us tonight to 

demonstrate a watercolour portrait. Max generally paints 

from life in a style influenced by the post impressionists. 

He enjoys a wide variety of subject but the human form is 

very often his first choice. So we should be in for an 

enjoyable and inspiring evening.  

September 4th : Criticism Evening 

It’s always instructive to gain another point of view on our 

work and is invaluable in pinpointing any over optimism 

that may be lurking in the self-assessments of our images. 

We may have been staring at a picture for many hours and 

overlooked that simple fault in plain sight. Archie will be 

reviewing our pictures tonight so bring two along. 

October 16th : Talk - Dame Laura Knight 

Belonging to the English Impressionist school, Dame Laura 

Knight was one of the most successful painters of her time. 

She had a long and varied career which covered two world 

wars, and a host of assignments and artistic endeavours. 

Experienced lecturer Rosalind Whyte will be presenting to us 

the life of this remarkable artist,  



   

Evening Activities Cont. 
 

Winter/Spring Evening Activities  
  

 

  
 

 

 

 

November 13th : Criticism Evening. 

Another invaluable opportunity to test your evaluation of 

that latest work, fresh off of your easel, or of that latent 

masterpiece that you may have written off as a turkey. 

Jessica Saraga will tonight be casting her expert eye over 

our pictures, so bring two along – its sure to be an exciting 

evening. 

October 30th - Demonstration. - Making and Keeping 

a Sketchbook. 

It is always a pleasure to look through ones old 

sketchbooks, but if like mine, yours seem to fall apart the 

moment they are removed from storage then tonight’s 

demonstration by professional artist and avid sketchbook 

user David Lewry, will be of great interest.  

 

 

November 27th: Practical Evening – Portrait Model 

Come along tonight to partake in the challenges of 

portraiture. After a summer and autumn of enjoying the 

outdoors have a go at the task of capturing a likeness: 

So much more taxing than all those forgiving trees, 

buildings and five bar gates. 

 

December 4th : Christmas Social 

Tonight, we will conclude our year with an evening of 

sociability, fun and chat as we enjoy our yearly pre-

festive get-together. Although only early in the month, 

we’ll introduce the first note of Christmas in a carefree 

mix of games and amusement.  



  

Evening Activities – How to Get There 
 

HOW TO GET THERE 

The venue for all the evening meetings is Christ Church Methodist, Minor Hall, Lower Addiscombe 

Road in Croydon, and the programme runs on alternate Monday evenings starting at 7.45pm. 

Although the venue is within the church premises, the access is from the rear car park off Canning 

Road. There is limited parking in the rear car park but we may also now park in the front car park off 

Lower Addiscombe Road. If both areas are full there is ample easy kerbside parking in Canning 

Road, although these are in marked bays there is no charge as the times are outside of the restricted 

hours. 

 

Refreshments are provided at mid-session (30p charge) and we look forward to seeing you. From 

experience it’s best to arrive early.  

 



  

I recently enjoyed a visit to Sky Garden at 20 Fenchurch Street, London (popularly named “The Walkie 

Talkie”). Although free of charge visits do have to be booked in advance. 

 

 

LONDON’S HIGHEST PUBLIC GARDEN 
[ but sketchbooks at the ready!]  

View over South East London and HMS Belfast 

 

by Roger Lewis 

 

Upon arrival we were escorted through airport style security at ground floor reception to the high speed 

lift whisking us up to floor 35 where we alighted to a vast and airy reception area with bars and tables for 

light snacks.  Initially admiring the 2 huge displays of ferns, trees and much greenery, we were lured to 

the open adjacent outside balcony to admire the breathtaking views over London.  

 

 

View of the Balcony 

 

Cézanne: 
 La Dame en blue 

The balcony, though enclosed with 

glass, was open at top and situated 

almost opposite HMS Belfast, 

Tower Bridge, "The Shard” and the 

winding Thames West and East 

with it’s many bridges and stunning 

new buildings. Even the 2 radio 

transmitter aerials at Crystal Palace 

could be clearly seen. 

 

 

 



  

After drinking in the views from 

Tower Bridge to St Paul’s 

Cathedral and the London Eye, 

we went back inside and explored 

the gardens in greater 

detail.  They were of raised tiered 

construction over 3 floors either 

side of the Large Brasserie and 

Restaurant with pedestrian steps 

at either side. Casual seating in 

alcoves among the plants was 

provided when ascending the 

gardens to the large bar area at 

the top. 

 

 

LONDON’S HIGHEST PUBLIC GARDEN 
– 

Cont. 

 

Interspersed with the trees and ferns were many 

drought resistant exotic flowering and fragrant plants 

from South Africa and elsewhere abroad, totally 

suited to this unique environment.   Plants included - 

Agapanthus, Red Hot Pokers, Strelitzias [ Bird of 

Paradise ] and many lavenders and fragrant herbs. 

 

 

 

Further stunning 360 degree views 

round London were then admired and 

included the “Gherkin", Tower 42, 

Canary Wharf, Olympic Park, O2 centre 

and nearby Tower of London.  The view 

West observing the original Post Office 

Tower past St Paul’s would be 

particularly spectacular evening viewing 

with the sun setting over the Thames. 

This newish attraction must rate highly 

for all those that enjoy the capital and 

must be the highest Public Garden in 

London. Thoroughly recommended but 

don’t forget to bring your sketchbook or 

camera! 

 

 

 

View of the Tiered Gardens 

 

Bird of paradise flower 

 



  

EDWARD COSTAR 1840-1928  By Sue Costar 
 

Thanks to Sue Costar 

 

 

 

Following the death of my brother-in-law, my husband was obliged to search through the family 

archives (a battered old suitcase stored in the loft) to find photos for inclusion on the storyboard being 

displayed at his funeral. 

Among the paperwork we came across a copy of a newspaper cutting relating to my husband’s 

grandfather who we knew had been a local artist of some note and that there are some of his paintings 

in the Croydon museum archives.  

I have transcribed the obituary, due to the poor quality of the cutting, because it might be of interest to 

members. 

  

MR E. COSTAR. Death of an Old Croydonian. 

Mr Edward Costar, founder of the firm of E. Costar and Son, builders and decorators, of Lansdowne 

Road, Croydon, passed away on Monday at the residence of his daughter, 91 Oakfield-road, in his 

eighty-eighth year. 

Mr Costar was a native of Croydon and his death removes 

another link with the older generation by whom he was well 

known. For some 30 or 40 years he was in business at Crown 

Hill and excelled in decorative work. In this he had gifts 

beyond the ordinary, being a clever artist with pen and brush. 

Particularly in light and shade. Old Croydon and its 

surroundings appealed to him, especially old Beddington, the 

Whitgift Hospital and the old Croydon before the High-street 

widening many years go. One of his paintings of this period he 

made a gift to the town and it hangs in the Town Hall. He was 

an old student of the Croydon School of Art, gaining nearly 

sixty years ago the highest honour for his profession, the first 

silver medal awarded for light and shade by the Worshipful 

Company of Painters, which at that time would have entitled 

him to become a Freeman of the City of London, had he paid 

the necessary fees. This he would not do, saying that he 

would never buy his honours. During the nineteen years he 

was instructor to the decorative classes at the Polytechnic, he 

was never absent and while here gained the necessary 

diploma for his position with first class honours. To the last he 

retained his love of his art and with keen eyesight and delicate 

touch used brush and pencil in many little pictures. Mr Costar 

had the unique experience of holding a life student’s ticket for 

copying in any of the London museums.  

 

MR E. COSTAR 

Among other things Mr Costar could recall was having played a cornet in a band which welcomed the 

late Queen Alexandra on her arrival in England for her marriage with the late King Edward, and also 

painting in the racing colours of the Roseberry and Rothchild families their coats of arms for display on 

decorative arches at Epsom on the occasion of Lord Rosebery’s wedding. 

 

 

 

 



 

WEBSITE AND BOOK OF ARTISTS 
 

There are still a great many members, new and 

old, who do not have an entry on the Society's 

website or in the Book of Artists which is on 

display at every exhibition. We have now 

completed giving our website a brand new look 

and feel, so now is a great time to get your name 

and a few of your pictures added. 

At present this is FREE to all members so why 

not take advantage while it still is.     

For details refer to our webmaster Raymond Ore 

ray@raymondore.co.uk 

 

  

Get in touch 
 Contribute to future editions of the newsletter by 

sending your News/Exhibitions reports and any items of 
interest.  

 
Please let the Editor, Phil Sadler have your contributions 

Deadline: 1st December 2017 
email : p.sadler3@ntlworld.com 

15, Albury Road, Merstham, Redhill Surrey RH1 3LP 

ON SELF DRIVING CARS 

It is expected that autonomous cars will be commonplace by 2025 and have a near monopoly by 2030. 

However, isn’t it mind boggling that our beloved steering wheels, those three well known pedals and 

that crunching gear stick, will all be things of the past in such short order? New generations will arise 

that will be completely unaware of the skills we currently take for granted, of deftly weaving tons of 

stylish metal at high speeds along roads crowded with other such four wheeled ballistic missiles. There 

will be those who will flatly refuse to give up a skill which has taken years to perfect, but I guess in time, 

the act of driving a vehicle will be relegated to a fringe pastime to be practiced at certain off-road tracks, 

much in the way that historical societies re-enact historic battles. I probably sound heretical but I hate to 

admit that I think these fiendish computer brained vehicles will be able to drive better, safer and faster 

than humans can, such that eventually a human machine mix on the roads would be impossible. 

 

I am sure that this transition is inevitable, but I can’t help wondering whether the swap over has all been 

sufficiently thought through. It wouldn’t be the first time that we have been seduced by ‘high tech’ to 

rush in with innovation, (remember rocket packs?). I think there could be a rich vein of unintended 

consequences as well. For instance, couldn’t the traffic on the roads perhaps double by virtue of people 

sending their cars on driverless journeys; summoning them wirelessly to pick them up or sending them 

eerily home so they don’t have to pay parking fees? Who wouldn’t send their car out to pick up the 

shopping or Chinese meal or perform some delivery task, and thereby stay relaxing at home watching 

the snooker? (insert your favourite sport). I’m sure there are many potential opportunities to misuse 

such a system. Perhaps manufacturers will build in a form of cyber road rage, of course only in the 

higher end models, to gain an aggressive advantage over the more utilitarian models. The hapless 

occupants of the lowly e-Vauxhall will be helplessly terror stricken as they are boot bumped by the 

higher machine intelligence built in to the e-BMW. 

 

Joking apart, I’m sure there will be many benefits to be had, though I may not live long enough to see 

them. Let’s hope though, that the cars will be clever enough to amuse themselves in the long driverless 

traffic jams on the A303.               Phil Sadler 

     

On a Lighter Note  

 


