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Welcome 

A warm welcome to our spring newsletter. Hopefully the 

cold weather present at the time of writing will have 

given way to lovely warm spring temperatures. There is 

much going on in our society at present, so I hope you 

will enjoy this edition aiming to keep up to date with the 

latest news and events.   

Editorial 
Well, following the AGM in February a lot has been 

happening. Firstly, we are delighted to welcome Roger 

Lewis as our new President and to wish him all the best 

in the role. At the same time, we offer our sincere 

thanks to Archie and Jeanette Niven who now stand 

down to regular membership after many years of 

unstinting service to the Society. But more of all this 

later. 

It’s a wonderful thing about art and the creative process 

that you find that you can never stand still. There is 

always that next painting, of whatever variety, waiting in 

the wings. Who knows what it will be: but one thing we 

are convinced of, at least temporarily, that it will be our 

best one yet. But I must admit that I don’t myself find 

that there is a reliable process of continual improvement 

in my work, and annoyingly I have often been surprised 

to find that I have somehow lost touch with some hard 

won mental approach or technique which once brought 

about an improvement in my work. (or so I thought). 

One practice that I personally have adopted to try to 

minimise this phenomenon is to keep detailed notes in 

A4 hardback books: I think that I am now on my 5th 

such book. These are not very presentable and are 

more rough and disheveled than a well-ordered 

notebook should be. But I find them very useful, and at 

a minimum they prevent me from the proverbial practice 

of re-inventing the wheel. I wonder if anyone else 

follows this practice? 

However we proceed, with the onset of spring and 

summer we have before us a season when subject 

matter often suggests itself without our bidding, so with 

the Society’s programme of summer exhibitions to hand 

let’s make the most of it if we can. Happy days!         

                                                Phil Sadler 
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CAS Website – General Invitation 

I know it’s been mentioned before but please 

remember not to miss out on the opportunity to 

post your individual details and pictures on to the 

CAS website. Raymond Ore is ready to take care 

of all the technical bits that may put you off. All 

details posted will reach a worldwide audience, 

what could be better than that? 

  

Simply e-mail photographs of your works and any 

written details about yourself to Raymond 

(ray@raymondore.co.uk) and these will be 

entered on to the website.  

 

 

 

    

EXHIBITIONS 

 

Solo Exhibition 

One of our newer members, Douglas Fanthome, 

held an extensive solo exhibition of his work in 

the Click Clock Art Gallery, situated in the café of 

Croydon Clocktower, back in February. The 

exhibition was very successful with a good 

number of sales.   

 

Quartet Exhibition 

 

Two CAS members, Linda Wallis and Margaret 

Eggleton collaborated in an exhibition at Denbies 

Wine Estate. Their exhibition, entitled ‘Quartet’ 

featured the work of four artists and ran from 19th 

February – 4th March 2018. Although coinciding 

with a period of very bad weather the exhibition 

proved to be very popular. 

 

Endre Hevezi Commemorative 

The family of Andre Hevesi, held a 

commemorative afternoon in March exhibiting a 

range of his paintings. Andre, who sadly passed 

away in January last year, was prolific throughout 

his lifetime creating works of art using all sorts of 

styles and media. During the afternoon these 

works were made freely available at no cost, with 

an invitation to make a donation to charity. 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

. New Members 

Five applicants submitted their work for selection at the 

Monday evening meetings during the month of January, 

four of whom were offered membership. 

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to Terry 

Charles, Yellon Ruan Huang, Bertram Leon and 

Akeisha Walters, and hope they will enjoy the many 

activities of the Society. 

 

  

 

Warlingham Art Group 
 

If you or anybody you know enjoys painting in the 

company of other like-minded people, then you would 

be very welcome to come along to Warlingham Village 

Hall any Tuesday morning about 11.00am to meet us 

for a cup of coffee and to see if you would like to join 

us.    

 

Further information from  

  Joan Aeschlimann: tel.01883 624 330  

CAS Online 

The Croydon Art Society online profile has been 

building for some years and now includes both a social 

media and webpage presence. It’s always worth 

checking in to see what has been posted on these 

pages as they are forever changing with member 

contributions.  Indeed, if you are a new member then 

don’t forget to get in touch with Raymond Ore who will 

be happy to cover the technical process of getting your 

own details onto the CAS web site. If you have 

anything of general interest to share, or you’ve just 

learned of an interesting exhibition or event then why 

not post it on the Croydon Art Society Facebook Page? 

Visit there for a read; our page is on 

#thecroydonartsociety. please contact Claire Murthy at 

: thecroydonartsociety@gmail.com or perhaps speak 

with her at one of the meetings. 

 

Also, Teresa Hoy has started up a closed group on 

Facebook so CAS members can add ideas and news 

as well.  Perhaps you might join and ask other CAS 

Facebook Friends also to participate. 

 

 

mailto:ray@raymondore.co.uk
mailto:thecroydonartsociety@gmail.com


  

Following the AGM  

This year’s AGM was held at Christchurch Methodist Minor Hall on 19th February 2018. Thirty-one members 

were present at this the 137th Annual General Meeting of the society, indicating that the very first AGM was 

held in 1881. 

 

This year’s agenda included a diverse range of subjects, but one of the most significant was the invitation to 

Roger Lewis to become our new President, following Archie and Jeanette Niven stepping down from formal 

duties, after many years of service. Roger graciously accepted the role and was formally installed at the 

meeting. Roger made the following speech:   

Dear fellow artists. 

It came as a very great surprise to me when I was asked by the President and Committee to consider 

becoming your next President, a position  

I had not even considered let alone be nominated for!  However, after due personal consideration, I 

am very honoured and pleased to take on the role but with greatest respect to the legacy of the 

Presidency that Archie Niven and his predecessors have created over many years. 

 

I am happy to report that the Society is in very good shape with a strong and able Committee and with 

your excellent Chairman, Anthony Waldbaum, who will all now be sharing a lot of the work that fell to 

Archie and Jeanette. I will be pleased to help where possible as my role will also be to support your 

Chairman and Committee in their deliberations on your behalf so that there is a seamless continuity of 

purpose following on from this adjustment in management. 

 

A further more personal aspect of my role is the importance of maintaining the high standard of 

submissions of new members work when applying for membership of this Society for that is one of our 

great strengths that puts us ahead of all the others in the area, In other words - it is the quality of our 

art that is important and I’m pleased to say we currently have that in abundance. 

 

Finally, I wish to add my own tributes to 2 people I have had the pleasure of knowing for 20 years or 

so, namely Archie and Jeanette Niven, who in their respective roles, have given so much of their time, 

producing invitations, expertise on hanging and sheer hard work carrying pictures to and from 

exhibitions and ensuring that every detail of every exhibition or event has been put in place. Indeed, 

the Society may not be where it is today without their tremendous input. 

          

Therefore, a very big thank you to Archie and Jeanette for all you have achieved for the Croydon Art 

Society and helping to make it a thriving community of excellent artists in a very competitive and 

challenging market place. 

   

I’m sure we all look forward to seeing you both at as many CAS events and meetings as you can 

attend but now please enjoy your more leisurely time after such extremely hard work on our behalf 

over many years.   

Very well done! 

 

I’m sure we will all welcome Roger into his new role in the society and wish to thank Archie and Jeanette for 

all the work they have done in the past twenty or so years of service.  

 

            Archie Niven 



  

Philip Sadler was awarded the Constance Cooper Trophy for the best ‘non 

oil’ work in the exhibition and Endre Hevezi the Joan Kinder Silver Salver for 

the most innovative work.    The judges felt that out of the few oil works 

submitted none reached the required standard and consequently the Joan 

Sewell Award was not given on this occasion. 

Sadly sales were not what we would have hoped for and in the end only 5 

pictures went to new homes.    Card sales did well with 150, a third of those 

on show, selling.    Though the number of visitors to the exhibition was up by 

100 on the previous time at Clocktower it was nevertheless a disappointing 

turnout of the art loving public. 

Following Rogers’ acceptance speech there was a small presentation to Archie and Jeanette thanking them 

on behalf of the membership for their hard work and dedication. They have made the following thank you note  

 
Many thanks 

Jeanette and I thank you all so very much for your good wishes 

and lovely presents on our retirement from the Committee. 

 

As you can see from the photograph we were presented with 

a beautiful decanter complete with a silver name label suitably 

inscribed, two glasses to go with it, a lovely orchid and a bottle 

of malt whisky.    If that wasn’t enough, both of us were made 

Life Members of the Society, an honour given to very few and 

which we were delighted to receive. 

 

We will certainly look forward to using the decanter and 

glasses.    The glasses are a trifle big for the whisky but will 

do very nicely with a good bottle of wine.      We will certainly 

make good use of our membership and intend to come along 

to the Society meetings as often as possible. 

 

It has been our pleasure to serve you all over the years and 

though we will miss the almost daily activity in helping to run 

the Society we leave you in good hands. 

   

You will not find us lacking and when asked we will continue 

to help wherever and whenever possible. We are confident 

The Croydon Art Society will go from strength to strength in 

the future. 

 

 

Following the AGM (cont.) 

Again, many thanks for your friendship and help over the 

years. 

Archie and Jeanette 

 

 



  

EXHIBITIONS  

Of course, one of the challenges of holding an enlarged exhibition was that it did take a bit longer to hang 

than is normally the case. The team of committee members and CAS member helpers, ably headed up by 

Neil Collins, did manage to completely hang the exhibition on the day of submission ready for it’s opening 

on following day, though at the end of the process I think we were all rather spent out. Its my own reflection 

that, save any very clever innovative method of arranging the process, the size of this exhibition was 

probably near to the maximum size that could be achieved in one days hanging. But I could be wrong. 

 

However, when you see the exhibition I think you will agree that it was well worth the hard work that has 

gone into it, not only in the hanging but principally in the hard work of all the members who created, framed 

and presented their artwork for inclusion. No doubt all the artists who have contributed will be either visiting 

or stewarding during the exhibition, so you will see the high standard achieved. 

 

I wish everyone success in the exhibition and perhaps even a sale or three. 

Phil Sadler  

The Spring Clocktower Exhibition  

At the time of writing the Society is in the process of setting up it’s 2018 Spring Exhibition in the Clocktower 

exhibition space at Croydon Library. This year the size of the exhibition has been considerably extended 

and includes approximately 30% more gallery space than previously we have been used to. As a result, 

members were invited to submit up to four paintings each. As is usual, you didn’t flinch at the challenge, 

and come the time of submission the pictures came in an abundance, and we found we had plenty to adorn 

the space available, and to a very high standard as well. So thank you very much and congratulations to 

everyone who has submitted work. 

 

 

 

     



  

Spring/Summer Evening Activities  
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

May 21st: Criticism Evening - Amanda Webster.  

Tonight we are to be joined by local artist Amanda 

Webster, who will be offering constructive and helpful 

criticism. Rare indeed is the chance for gaining an 

authoritative and objective view on our work, but tonight is 

one such occasion, so, make the most of it and bring two 

pictures to join in the fun.    

June 4th : Talk - Stanhope Forbes - Fish Sale on a 
Cornish Beach - Creation of a Masterpiece.  

Alan Read is to join us to give a fascinating talk on this 

seminal work by one of the founders of the Newlyn School 

of Artists colony’s. We’ll no doubt learn a great deal more 

about the movement as well. Alan is a highly experienced 

Art Historian and lecturer so the evening promises to be a 

very interesting one.    

May 14th: Practical Evening – Life Model 

Come along tonight and engage in the time honoured 

practice of life-drawing. Nothing sharpens the mind better 

than to have the model there before you and that dreaded 

blank sheet of paper. You don’t have to produce a 

masterpiece, but you’ll come out having had a great, 

challenging time.     

June 18th: Practical Evening - Still Life 

If for any reason you are stressed out then tonight is the 

perfect opportunity to quietly slow down and relax. The 

subject will be set out before you, and you will only have 

to bring your favourite materials, and of course your own 

unique creative skills.  

.   



   

Evening Activities Cont. 
 

Spring/Summer Evening Activities  
  

 

  
 

 

 

 

September 3rd : Demonstration – Oil Painting 

Melanie Cambridge is to commence our Autumn Season 

activities, with a demonstration of oil painting. Melanie is a 

figurative artist who especially loves oil painting and 

painting en plein air., She can often be found working in 

and around Surrey where she has been a gallery artist for 

several years.  

July 2nd : Criticism Evening  

Tonight, Archie Niven will be ably leading us in a criticism 

evening. Bring along two paintings for constructive critical 

appraisal and to get the benefit of Archie’s huge 

experience in the practice of fine art picture making. You 

might regret it if you don’t.   

 

Summer Vacation: 9th July – 3rd September 2018 
 



  

Evening Activities – How to Get There 
 

HOW TO GET THERE 

The venue for all the evening meetings is Christ Church Methodist, Minor Hall, Lower Addiscombe 

Road in Croydon, and the programme runs on alternate Monday evenings starting at 7.45pm. 

Although the venue is within the church premises, the access is from the rear car park off Canning 

Road. There is limited parking in the rear car park but we may also now park in the front car park off 

Lower Addiscombe Road. If both areas are full there is ample easy kerbside parking in Canning 

Road, although these are in marked bays there is no charge as the times are outside of the restricted 

hours. 

 

Refreshments are provided at mid-session (30p charge) and we look forward to seeing you. From 

experience it’s best to arrive early.  

 



  

THE WHITGIFT CENTRE 
                             A brief History          By Roger Lewis 

I had just resumed my commercial art career post, 2 years RAF National Service and had been 

appointed as an illustrator for a company called Link House Publications based in Dingwall 

Avenue (then solicitors offices, later Allders car park entrance) flanked by the main Wellesley Road 

(no underpass, then).  The company produced, among many others, such specialist interest 

magazines as "Light Craft" (small dinghy sailing), stamp collecting, the occult, caravan magazines and 

its flagship publication called "Do It Yourself” which was in great demand as THE publication for 

enthusiastic DIYers in that era, illustrating ways to save money by your own efforts.  The art studio 

where I worked was on the 4th floor of the new building and overlooked the Whitgift School rugby 

pitches with the current St Michael’s Church, prominent centre, on the far side of the grounds. To the 

right was a (then) Midland bank branch and beyond, Croydon YMCA. Beaulieu Heights on the far 

horizon. Waddon cooling towers far left. 

 

 

 

This was 1965 just prior to the bulldozers moving in when the centre of Croydon changed forever into the 

commercial hub it now is.  Whitgift school then moved to its present location in Shirley.  I took this black 

and white panoramic photograph of the School and sent a quality photoprint of it to the Croydon 

Advertiser who published it as a full page spread [ no colour in those days! ] followed up by several 

enquiries from ex pupils of the school who wanted a copy print for nostalgic reasons and I was happy to 

oblige. As far as I know this is the only record of the original Croydon Whitgift School site from any 

elevated angle Roger Lewis 

 Footnote 

Such a peaceful view now lost to history. It’s amazing when you realise that the expansive school 

playing fields between the viewpoint and St Michael’s Church now comprise the seething shopping 

centre and Wellesley Road with its tall office blocks, car parks and shopping centre. The price of 

progress? 

Ed.     



  

As an addendum to Roger’s article, below is a period Ordnance Survey map dated 1895 (well before 1965 

I hasten to add) on which is identified the approximate field of view of the panorama in the photograph.     

And as it is today, (courtesy Google): 



  

Two Temple Place is a delight to visit as a work of art in its own right.  The current exhibition (open until 22 

April) looks at the age of jazz in Britain.  Enjoy some music and old films as well as period drum kits and 

banjos. 

 

 

RHYTHM & REACTION – Two Temple Place 
by Bob Sleeman 

 

 Pictures on display are by John Melville, Edward Burra, Malcolm Drummond, Thomas Dugdale, Mabel 

Frances Layng and William Patrick Roberts. 

There are costumes and shoes as well as Carlton Ware pottery.  Designs by Raymond McGrath feature 

with furnishing fabric and an Underground poster by Horace Taylor. 

The Times 2 magazine produced an appreciative article on 26th January “an exhibition shows how in the 

1920s jazz music liberated and terrified us with its subversive attitude to race and sexual freedom”. 

 

A window at Two Temple Place 

By rail - East Croydon to Blackfriars or Victoria and Circle/District to Temple takes less than an hour. 

https://twotempleplace.org/             There is also a good restaurant on site for tea/coffee and lunch. 

https://twotempleplace.org/


 

WEBSITE AND BOOK OF ARTISTS 
There are still a great many members, new and 

old, who do not have an entry on the Society's 

website or in the Book of Artists which is on 

display at every exhibition. We have now 

completed giving our website a brand new look 

and feel, so now is a great time to get your name 

and a few of your pictures added. 

At present this is FREE to all members so why 

not take advantage while it still is.     

For details refer to our webmaster Raymond Ore 

ray@raymondore.co.uk 

 

  

Get in touch 
 Contribute to future editions of the newsletter by 

sending your News/Exhibitions reports and any items of 
interest.  

 
Please let the Editor, Phil Sadler have your contributions 

Deadline: 15th August 2018 
email : p.sadler3@ntlworld.com 

15, Albury Road, Merstham, Redhill Surrey RH1 3LP 

The World of Work 

We are all aware, in our working day, that things sometimes fall somewhat short of perfection, and 

inevitably compromises have often been required. But generally we get the job of work done to a 

reasonable standard, don’t we?     

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Sadler 

     

On a Lighter Note 

 

What do you mean there’s 

not enough room for two? 

Stop being obstructive and 

just plumb them in. 

Look, Fred, it’s not 

your job to question 

the plans, So 

please, just get on 

with the work. 

Who put that there? 

Ok Harry, if we work 

fast we’ll be home in 

time for tea. 


