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Welcome 

A warm welcome to all to our summer 2018 Newsletter. 

Some of us do yearn for those long hot summers we 

recall from our childhoods and I think this one has, so 

far at least, fitted that memory perfectly. Although hot, 

the season has not been a period of standstill for CAS 

so please read on and catch up with the latest news.   

Editorial 
It seems a simple question but, is it really worth putting 

pen or paint to paper or canvas to begin your next 

painting, if there is a lack of planning or inspiration 

associated with the work to be attempted? We would 

immediately say ‘no’ of course, but very often in my own 

experience, this is exactly what happens, Off I go 

addressing the scene before me, or with some 

reference images, with lots of enthusiasm but little real 

plan other than the desire to capture the wonderful 

scene before me.  

I have found, to my cost, that this ‘just get at it’ 

approach, simply with the desire to record and to do 

justice to the scene, is no substitute for inspiration, 

composition and planning, and can lead to a boring and 

mundane picture, lacking narrative and purpose, 

especially if inspiration does not happen along during 

the painting process. 

Inspiration, it seems can come from many directions but 

one way in my experience to at least get a hint at what 

has been lacking in my own work, has been to observe 

the completed works of other artists. It may not tell me 

how a masterpiece was achieved, but it does give a a 

very helpful glimpse as to what can be done and can 

raise my expectations for expression in whatever 

medium I’m using. 

If you find yourself in need of a boost then it can be very 

beneficial to observe other artists at work. Currently the 

new CAS programme of activities for 2019 is being 

finalised,and it includes many varied demonstrations, 

where professional artists show their methods and 

practices. If like me you sometimes lose direction, I can 

heartily recommend the current and future Monday 

evening programmes, containing inspirational 

demonstrations, interesting talks, revealing criticism 

evenings and enjoyable practical sessions. Do come 

along      Phil Sadler 

 

.  
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CAS Website – General Invitation 

I know it’s been mentioned before but please 

remember not to miss out on the opportunity to 

post your individual details and pictures on to the 

CAS website. Raymond Ore is ready to take care 

of all the technical bits that may put you off. All 

details posted will reach a worldwide audience; 

what could be better than that? 

  

Simply e-mail photographs of your works and any 

written details about yourself to Raymond 

(ray@raymondore.co.uk) and these will be 

entered on to the website.  

 

 

 

    EXHIBITIONS 

 

Solo Exhibition 

One of our newer members, Douglas Fanthome, 

held an extensive solo exhibition of his work in 

the Click Clock Art Gallery, situated in the café of 

Croydon Clocktower, back in February. The 

exhibition was very successful with a good 

number of sales.   

 

Town Hall Exhibition Trowbridge 

 

New member Miguel Sopena Is participating in 

the Town Hall Open exhibition in Trowbridge, 

Wiltshire. Miguel has one work appearing there 

and the exhibition runs until 15 September 

2018. 

 

Miguel has also been selected to participate 

in the Tasarim Bakkali Artist in Residency 

programme in Istambul during August. The 

programme culminates in a solo exhibition at 

the start of September held in the residency 

exhibition space in the Kadiköy quarter of 

Istanbul. 

 

"Moody Colours" Exhibition 

Galina Gumbarova held an exhibition at Ripley 

Art Centre in June & July entitled Moody Colours. 

The exhibition featured Galina’s abstract multi-

media works. 

 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

. New Members 

Twelve applicants submitted their work for selection 

during the first half of 2018.  We were pleased to extend 

a warm welcome to Bertram Leon, Terry Charles, 

Akeisha Walters, Yellon Ran Huang, Antoinette 

Mangion, Miguel Sopena and Salina Jane, who were all 

offered membership.  

 

  

 

Warlingham Art Group 

If you or anybody you know enjoys painting in the 

company of other like-minded people, then you would 

be very welcome to come along to Warlingham Village 

Hall any Tuesday morning about 11.00am to meet us for 

a cup of coffee and to see if you would like to join us. 

Further information from  

  Joan Aeschlimann: tel.01883 624 330  

Cicely Mary Barker 

As many will know, Cicely Mary Barker, famous for her 

Flower Fairies paintings and drawings was a member of 

the Croydon Art Society in the years after 1908  

 

 

A selection of her charming artwork was on display this 

summer at the Garden Museum, which is situated right 

next door to Lambeth Palace, in an exhibition of her 

books, drawings and designs to celebrate the centenary 

of the earliest publication of her first fairy illustrations. The 

exhibition is open until 30th September 2018.  

mailto:ray@raymondore.co.uk


  

Caribbean Art in London 2018:  ‘The caribArt Exhibition 
My Sugar Island’ 

A meeting with Tricia Trotman-Maraj, an enthusiastic young woman with a winning smile, when she visited 

our Spring Exhibition, resulted in an invitation to our president Roger Lewis and myself as representatives 

of Croydon Art Society, to the private opening preview of the caribArt exhibition at the Trinidad & Tobago 

High Commission in London on the evening of 25th June.   Tricia, who lives in Croydon, and is the organiser 

and driving force behind the exhibition, was keen to make connection on behalf of her project with the local 

community and art scene. 

 It was a very hot evening when we arrived at the High Commission, only to find fellow CAS member Rosie 

Gwilliam, who had been in the area on another mission, also at the exhibition.   Dignitaries, apart from the 

High Commissioner himself, included the Worshipful the Mayor of Croydon, Councillor Bernadette Khan 

and her Consort Mr. Qaiyum Khan. The artists and performers were all from the various islands constituting 

the Caribbean, including some settled locally (including in Croydon) and others who had travelled from 

other parts of the world.   This made for an interesting and colourful mix of attendees.    Tricia welcomed us 

all, ensuring that Roger and I mixed and met with both artists and other guests. 

   

 The exhibition itself displayed an eclectic mix of the Arts and crafts of the Caribbean - predominantly 

paintings and drawings, but also including crafts such as button artistry & masks - all by artists living or 

originally from the islands.   Paintings by Tricia Trotman-Maraj prominently featured among the exhibits. All 

the works demonstrated a palpable connection with the islands of the artists’ origins and with their 

Caribbean traditions and history.   This was demonstrated amply to me by two of the artists with whom I got 

into conversation.  Jean Taylor, an award-winning artist from Turks & Caicos Islands enthusiastically 

explained to me the content and meaning of her colourful paintings of locations and wildlife in her home 

islands and did her best to convince me that if I visited Caicos I would be so enchanted I would not want to 

leave.  Salina Jane, now living in Croydon, showed her drawings and sketches of indentured labourers 

working in the cane fields, all based on photographs which are part of her historic tie with Guyana where she 

was born. 

 

 

Tricia Trotman-Maraj (in yellow) 

chats to guests while Anthony 

Waldbaum and Roger Lewis reflect  

on the exhibits 

 



  

Philip Sadler was awarded the Constance Cooper Trophy for the best ‘non 

oil’ work in the exhibition and Endre Hevezi the Joan Kinder Silver Salver for 

the most innovative work.    The judges felt that out of the few oil works 

submitted none reached the required standard and consequently the Joan 

Sewell Award was not given on this occasion. 

Sadly sales were not what we would have hoped for and in the end only 5 

pictures went to new homes.    Card sales did well with 150, a third of those 

on show, selling.    Though the number of visitors to the exhibition was up by 

100 on the previous time at Clocktower it was nevertheless a disappointing 

turnout of the art loving public. 

During the evening refreshments in the form of 

Caribbean snack delicacies were served, and additional 

entertainment was provided, initially by two dancers 

who in a flurry of skirts and petticoats performed 

traditional dances to Caribbean rhythms and music.   

The concluding entertainment was the performance of 

songs and accompanying dance by a calypsonian now 

living in London, who sang popular Caribbean songs 

some of which were obviously known to several of the 

guests, and which had us singing along while clapping 

and waving our hands and tapping our feet (… well 

some of us anyway).   All in all it was an interesting and 

entertaining evening in celebration of a worthy ambition. 

After a speech of welcome, the featured address of the evening was given by Tricia Trotman-Maraj, Artistic 

Director of the caribArt Project.   In her speech she described her own personal struggle from poor 

beginnings in a remote Caribbean village, leading after many trials and tribulations to her involvement with 

and determination to bring Caribbean Art to the world’s attention.   In this ambition ‘The caribArt Exhibition – 

My Sugar Island’ in London 2008 was a significant step.   She also identified the aims of the caribArt Project, 

which she now leads and promotes, and which include among others, (quote) “to: 

• Immortalise Caribbean cultural heritage on the canvas through the works of Caribbean artists who 

know the story behind the pictures they paint best. 

• Create a bridge between Caribbean producers and global consumers …. 

• Instil pride once again of [Caribbean] cultural heritage so that the youth of our [Caribbean] countries 

would develop a clear sense of identity and be proud of what is theirs ….” 

The exhibition was then formally opened by the His Excellency Orville London, High Commissioner of 

Trinidad & Tobago. 

 

Caribbean Art in London 2018:  ‘The caribArt Exhibition My 
Sugar Island’ 

 

Roger Lewis examines the buttons 

.Anthony Waldbaum, Roger Lewis 

and Rosie Gwilliam enjoy the 

refreshments 

.Anthony Waldbaum, 

 August 2018 



  

Summer Garden Party - June 2018 
  

It was a glorious afternoon as we gathered and talked together in the various arbours of the garden. We 

feasted on a full summer lunch starting with a copious supply of Pimms and moving through to a varied and 

delicious range of summer dishes ending in summer fruits and cream, and final coffees. The occasion proved 

not only to be one for enjoying delicious fayre in lovely surroundings but was also a great chance to get to 

know our fellow CAS members and their spouses. 

This summer has been one of those that we all remember from our childhoods; warm and endless. Whilst 

lovely, the prolonged hot, dry spell we experienced has not been good for gardeners. But you wouldn’t have 

known there was any gardening distress when a merry crowd of CAS members and spouses gathered at 

Dick and Mary Allen’s house for this year’s Summer Lunch, as everything was in full bloom. 

 

 

 

     

Chatting went on, the afternoon became late and gradually members left not only nicely satisfied but having 

caught up with friends in a relaxed and convivial setting. Many thank to Dick and Mary Allen for once again 

hosting our summer lunch, It was a great day! 

Phil Sadler 



  

  
 

 

Autumn/Winter Evening Activities  
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

 

October 1st: Talk – James S. Whistler.  

Tonight, we are to be joined by John Iddon who will be 

giving us a talk on the notable British based, American 

artist James Whistler. Whistler was once described as 

colourful and combative. We will no doubt learn more 

about the man and his work as John Iddon expertly 

reveals him in this authoritative presentation.    

 

October 15th : Criticism Evening 

Bring along two paintings tonight when CAS member 

Henry Jones will be ably leading our criticism evening. If 

you have that painting that just doesn’t seem quite right 

then another artists’ reflections can be just what is needed 

to bring it round.     

September 17th: Practical Evening – Life Model 

Come along this evening to take part in the time honoured 

practice of the Life Class. Bring along the medium and 

ground of your choice and challenge your skill and 

knowledge. You may choose to do quick sketches or more 

finished work but it all takes place in a convivial and 

friendly gathering.       

September 3rd : Demonstration – Oil Painting 

Melanie Cambridge is to commence our Autumn Season 

activities, with a demonstration of oil painting. Melanie is a 

figurative artist who especially loves oil painting and 

painting en plein air., She can often be found working in 

and around Surrey where she has been a gallery artist for 

several years.  

.       



   

Evening Activities Cont. 
 

Autumn/Winter Evening Activities  
  

 

  
 

 

November 12th : Practical Evening – Portrait Model  

The art of portraiture is generally one of the most difficult 

skills to acquire, and maybe takes a lifetime to perfect. 

But take a small step forward tonight by joining our 

portraiture evening; The model is arranged and all that is 

required is skilled draftsmanship and sensitivity. It can’t 

be that hard, can it? 

  
 

 

October 29th: Demonstration, Townscape  – Paul Alcock 

This evening we welcome coastal, urban and landscape 

painter Paul Alcock who will be doing a watercolour 

demonstration of a townscape. Paul is a professional artist 

who delights in painting and drawing the beauty of the world 

around him.   

.   

  
 

 

  
 

 

November 26th  : Mixed Media Demonstration  

Aurora Spain joins us tonight for a mixed media 

demonstration incorporating Flowers with texture and leaf 

metal.  Aurora has developed personalised and unique 

techniques through extensive research and the study of the 

work of notable artists. Come along tonight to explore the 

possibilities   

 

December 3rd : Christmas Social Evening 

 



  

Evening Activities – How to Get There 
 

HOW TO GET THERE 

The venue for all the evening meetings is Christ Church Methodist, Minor Hall, Lower Addiscombe 

Road in Croydon, and the programme runs on alternate Monday evenings starting at 7.45pm. 

Although the venue is within the church premises, the access is from the rear car park off Canning 

Road. There is limited parking in the rear car park but we may also now park in the front car park off 

Lower Addiscombe Road. If both areas are full there is ample easy kerbside parking in Canning 

Road, although these are in marked bays there is no charge as the times are outside of the restricted 

hours. Please note that Canning Road can only be entered from Lower Addiscombe Road. 

 

Refreshments are provided at mid-session (30p charge) and we look forward to seeing you. From 

experience it’s best to arrive early.  

 



 

The Society Summer Lunch Party 
 

John Carlton, Life Member of The Croydon Art Society 

died on 5th July aged 91. He was easily our oldest 

member, having joined in about 1955-56. Many of our 

newer members may not have known him as he was 

unable to take part in our activities in recent years but 

older members will remember him as one of our finest 

artists - in Oils and particularly Pastels. In my opinion one 

of the best traditional Pastelists I have seen. His 

sketchbooks are a delight, they contain superb 

drawings of the woods and fields near where he lived in 

New Addington and wonderful character studies done on 

his travels abroad. These books should be preserved in 

some kind of archive. In the late 1990’s John was the first 

Winner of The Constance Cooper Cup. 

We became great friends after being involved through 

CAS and, with Stann Hoy, a former Chairman, in 

producing watercolours for the SEGAS Calendar 1980. 

These were of Pubs,Coaching Inns and Hotels in the 

South East and were painted on the spot in the Summer 

of 1979. 

 
John and I used to go out sketching at various locations, and held two-man exhibitions under the title 

Art Duo, at The White House, Cheam and Ripley Arts Centre, Bromley.He had a great sense of humour 

and kept us amused with his Goon Show impressions and tales of his early years as a member of the 

Society and also perhaps far-fetched stories of his years in the RAF with typical Irish blarney ! More 

recently, I can still ‘picture’ him demonstrating Pastels at Monday evening meetings with hand on hip 

like Larry Grayson ! 

 

For many of us he will be sadly missed 

 Ken Head 

IN MEMORIUM 

OBITUARY 
 

John Carlton 
23rd January 1927 - 5th July 2018  

 



  

Lake Geneva (or is it Lac Leman) is an art work in 

its own right with such wonderful backdrops of 

mountains towering over the lake near Montreux 

dwarfing Chillon castle made famous by Lord 

Byron in “The Prisoner of Chillon”.  We were 

staying just in France not far from Evian-les-Bains 

where CGN ferries run all day long to and from 

Lausanne. 

 

 

Bob Sleeman 

 

Near the lake but up a steep hill from the ferry terminal in Lausanne stands the Musée de l'Elysée. 

http://www.elysee.ch/en/homepage/  This enterprise contains a massive collection of photographs.  It is 

running a project of digitisation of its collection and encouraging young people to develop an interest in 

photography.  The current exhibition until 23rd September is devoted to photographs of the many 

experimental projects created by Jean Dubuffet.  There is an excellent press release in English at 

http://www.elysee.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/elysee/Medias/2018/DUBUFFET_EN.pdf   

Ed.     

Dubuffet in Lausanne – July 2018 

http://www.officiel-galeries-

musees.com/palais-lumiere-

evian/article/picasso-l-atelier-du-minotaure-

palais-lumiere 

The Evian Palais Lumière is running an 

informative exhibition of Picasso's Minotaur 

related paintings and sculptures but no photos 

were allowed, so you have to make your own visit  

 visit before 7th October!  

 
View over Lake Geneva to Evian & Thonon from 

Lausanne Cathedral Square; roof of  Musée de 

design et d’arts appliqués contemporains 

https://mudac.ch/en/ 

The exhibition documents his methods including virtualisation of structures that were never actually built 

as well as those that were.  This was a rather different view of Dubuffet’s oeuvre from the ones we have 

visited for example at the Kröller-Müller Museum, Arnhem, Netherlands.  In 1955 Dubuffet's first solo 

exhibition in Britain took place at the ICA, curated by Roland Penrose.  Perhaps his most famous work is 

the Group of Four Trees outside the Chase Manhattan Bank in New York.  

http://www.blueofthesky.com/publicart/works/fourtrees.htm 

Lake Geneva has many associations with the arts (the Shelleys, Stravinsky, Queen, Bowie, Chaplin) as 

well as the Montreux Jazz Festival that has entertained us over many years - jazz boats on the lake and 

jazz trains into the mountains, many concerts and workshops amongst the period architecture.     

http://www.elysee.ch/en/homepage/
http://www.elysee.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/elysee/Medias/2018/DUBUFFET_EN.pdf
http://www.officiel-galeries-musees.com/palais-lumiere-evian/article/picasso-l-atelier-du-minotaure-palais-lumiere
http://www.officiel-galeries-musees.com/palais-lumiere-evian/article/picasso-l-atelier-du-minotaure-palais-lumiere
http://www.officiel-galeries-musees.com/palais-lumiere-evian/article/picasso-l-atelier-du-minotaure-palais-lumiere
http://www.officiel-galeries-musees.com/palais-lumiere-evian/article/picasso-l-atelier-du-minotaure-palais-lumiere
https://mudac.ch/en/
http://www.blueofthesky.com/publicart/works/fourtrees.htm


 

WEBSITE AND BOOK OF ARTISTS 
There are still a great many members, new and 

old, who do not have an entry on the Society's 

website or in the Book of Artists which is on 

display at every exhibition. We have now 

completed giving our website a brand new look 

and feel, so now is a great time to get your name 

and a few of your pictures added. 

At present this is FREE to all members so why 

not take advantage while it still is?     

For details refer to our webmaster Raymond Ore 

ray@raymondore.co.uk 

 

  

Get in touch 
 Contribute to future editions of the newsletter by 

sending your News/Exhibitions reports and any items of 
interest.  

 
Please let the Editor, Phil Sadler have your contributions 

Deadline: 15th December 2018 
email : p.sadler3@ntlworld.com 

15, Albury Road, Merstham, Redhill Surrey RH1 3LP 

Unusual Weather 

The summer has been unusually hot and dry this year and we haven’t been able to complain, as we 

maybe we sometimes have done, about rain and dreary weather persisting throughout the summer. But 

as unusual weather goes I think I would rather this summer’s drought than the likes of a big freeze that 

occurred in 1855, which made last winter’s “Beast from the East” seem like a bit of a pussy cat, as the 

press cutting and painting from the time makes graphically clear:    

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Sadler 

     

On a (slightly) Lighter Note 

 

Just looking and reading about this chilly event makes me think I’m going to make the most of the 

autumn, whatever it may throw at us, and perhaps look out my winter woolies. 

Phil Sadler 

1855: The Thames frozen by Joshua Taylor. 


